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IMPECCABLE SERVICE | HARDWORKING | INNOVATIVE | HONEST | FUN

CONTACT US FOR A FREE BUYER’S CONSULTATION



A FEW WORDSfromfrom

Thank you for considering The Blankenship Team to help you with 
your new home purchase! Our team comes from strong customer 

service backgrounds with Brad and Kate both having started their 
careers in the hospitality industry, and Betsy being in academia for over 
forty years. All three love nothing more than meeting new people and 
providing them with the best service possible. That service is exactly what 
The Blankenship Team is built on. In addition to our impeccable service 
we are extremely hardworking, innovative, honest, and fun! That last part 
is important because we know how extremely taxing the process of 
buying and selling a home can be, so we strive to make the job as fun as 
possible.

The Blankenship Team is the ONLY team in the St. Louis area to offer the 
Love It or Leave It program. That’s right, if you don’t love your home (for 
any reason) in the first 12 months, we will sell it for you and take NO 
commission! More information is provided inside the packet on the Love 
It or Leave It program and how it makes buying a home risk free!

If this is your first move or your fiftieth, we’re confident that you will find 
our service, availability, tools and skills to be unsurpassed. Not all that 
long ago the phrase “buyers beware” was the norm. This was because 
REALTORS® only represented sellers. Today over 90% of buyers use a 
professional REALTOR® to represent them. As a buyer, you have the right 
to interview agents to be your advocate in the same manner as seller’s 
interview listing agents to ensure they are hiring the right agent to meet 
their needs.

You will find in this buyer’s guide an explanation of our system for 
helping our buyers purchase homes with less risk than other agents and 
teams in our area (Love It or Leave It). In addition, you will find useful 
information on securing a mortgage and on how real estate transactions 
work. We will also share our tips that we have learned for making the 
home buying process go as smoothly as possible (we want to limit your 
stress). It is very important to The Blankenship Team to have educated 
buyers because knowledge is power and we want you to be in control 
of purchasing what is most likely the largest investment you will make in 
your lifetime.

Happy Buying!

The Blankenship Team
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REASONS TO OWN
A HOME
• Control your destiny

• Tax savings - tax deductibility of mortgage 
interest and property taxes

• Guaranteed savings with principal 
accumulation

• Pride in your home & accomplishments

• Wealth accumulation by appreciation 
potential

• No landlord hassles

• Settle and establish roots in a neighborhood

• Leverage (where else can you buy this size  
of an investment with 3-20% down?)

• The real cost of renting (at $700+ per 
month, with a 6% rental increase per year, 
you will pay $110,719 over a 10-year 
period.)

• You purchase for you, not your landlord.

This is our exclusive program! If 
you do not love your NEW home, 
The Blankenship Team will sell it 
for free (NO listing commission). 

You will only pay Buyer Agent 
commission. 

The only requirement is that you 
use The Blankenship Team for 
the purchase of your next NEW 
home!  

Love it  
     OR LEAVE IT!

A LITTLE BIT OF KNOWLEDGE
You make money when you PURCHASE a home, rather than 
when you sell it. Choose your agent wisely to help you make 
the best effort to purchase for future profit.

Property taxes and qualified interest are deductible on an 
individual’s Federal Income Tax return.

Often, a home is the largest asset an individual has and is 
considered one of the most valuable investments available.

A portion of each amortized mortgage payment goes to 
principal which is an investment. A home is one of the few 
investments that you can enjoy by living in it.

A REALTOR® can usually show you any home whether it is 
listed with a company, a builder or even a For Sale By Owner 
home.

Working with a REALTOR® to purchase a For Sale By Owner 
home can be very advantageous because your REALTOR® is 
representing YOU rather than the seller.

A homeowner can exclude up to $500,000 of capital gains tax if married and filing jointly or up to 
$250,000 if single or filing separately. The home must have been the taxpayer’s primary residence for 
the previous 2 years.

Ask the REALTOR® if they are familiar with the neighborhoods and areas where you want to live.

Ask the REALTOR® what they will do to keep you informed of new listings, price changes, etc.



LET US BREAK DOWN 
THE PROCESS
STEP 1 | Choose to work with The Blankenship Team and 
set up a time to meet with us! 

STEP 2 | Get pre-approved.  This is one of the most 
important steps in the buying process.  This helps eliminate 
the stress of buying, because you know what you can afford, 
and you are not searching out of your realm of possibilities. 
It’s a fast moving market and you need to be able to pull the 
trigger quickly if you find the right home. Other agents are 
expecting to see a pre-approval when you send an offer.  It is 
competitive and the ones who are not qualified will not get 
the home. 

STEP 3 | Let’s go look at some homes!  This is the FUN 
part of the process. It may take a few trips, but at the end 
of the day you will find the perfect home.  We will see some 
crazy things along the way and have some good laughs.  

STEP 4 | Writing an offer.  When that time comes a 
member of The Blankenship Team will work with you directly 
to explain the process step by step.  

STEP 5 | Once the offer is accepted The Blankenship Team 
will send the accepted contract to your lender and to the 
title company.  At this point in the transaction, both the 
lender and the title company will have their own important 
documents they will need you to complete in a timely 
manner.   

STEP 6 | Inspections.  This will be the most stressful part 
of the sale for both you and the seller.  For more detailed 
information on inspections, please refer to the back of the 
Buyer’s Guide.  

STEP 7 | Obtain your home owners insurance.

STEP 8 | Almost to the finish line.  A couple days prior to 
closing The Blankenship Team will send you a closing email 
which will outline some important details on becoming a 
new homeowner.  We will also review the closing statement 
(ALTA) with you. Finally, we will review what you will need to 
bring to closing.  

STEP 9 | Final walk through. 

STEP 10 | Closing day! Closing takes place at the title 
company where The Blankenship Team will meet you to hand 
over the keys to your NEW home!  

For more 
information on 
buying, scan here!



INSPECTIONS

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
GETTING PRE-APPROVED?

Home Inspection | This is the most important inspection 
to obtain, as it covers the home top to bottom. Specifically, 
the home inspector covers the following…

Structural | Electrical | Plumbing | Appliances | Safety Hazards | 
Other Miscellaneous Areas
 
Termite | A termite inspector will identify any infestations 
or previous damage caused by termites. Termites are wood 
destroying insects common to the St. Louis area.

Sewer Lateral | The sewer lateral pipe runs underground 
from the main stack in a home to the main sewer line.  
As it ages, the pipe may become cracked or damaged 
by tree roots. The use of a small camera can ensure the 
functionality & integrity of the sewage system.

Radon | A radon inspection can be done to verify levels 
& determine if mitigation is required. Radon is a naturally 
occurring gas that is believed to cause increased risks of 
some cancers. 20% of homes in the St. Louis area exceed 
the standards set by EPA.

Gas | A gas inspection will check the property for any 
gas leaks, pressure issues and code violations. The gas 
inspector will also do a detailed check of your furnace, air 
conditioner and water heater.    

Other inspections may be required depending on 
the property.  We will always review these additional 
inspections with you to determine the need.  

Finding out first and foremost if you will qualify for a mortgage. 

What is your budget? You do not want to waste time considering homes you  
cannot afford. 

Generally, interest rates are locked in for a set period of time, so you will know in  
advance exactly what your payment will be.

A seller may choose to make concessions if they know that your financing is secured.  
You are like a cash buyer, and this may make your offer more competitive.

You can select the best loan package without being under pressure.

You will learn about your down payment options.  

The lender will explain to you the fees associated with your loan. 

WE WORK WITH MANY WONDERFUL LENDERS.  PLEASE ASK US FOR A REFERRAL TODAY! 

THE ROLE THE TITLE 
COMPANY PLAYS
Most importantly a title company provides 
you with a clear title and title insurance on the 
purchase of your new property. 

What is a clear title and title insurance? This 
is a guarantee by the title company that an 
investigation of the title to the property has 
been conducted and that they will provide you 
coverage for future claims.

This begins with search of public land records 
affecting the real estate being purchased. The title 
agent conducts an examination to determine 
whether the property is insurable. 

Why is title insurance required by the lender?  
The lender has an interest in knowing that you 
and the lender are the only parties with claims to 
the property. 

When issued, the title insurance company accepts 
responsibility for all claims on the property prior 
to your purchase if they do not find the claim or 
call it to your attention prior to your purchase.

TITLE INSURANCE PROTECTS YOU 
TWICE. IT NOTIFIES YOU OF CLAIMS 
AGAINST THE PROPERTY AND INSURES 
YOU AGAINST ANY FUTURE CLAIMS.



Here’s what our clients have to sayHere’s what our clients have to say

As first time homeowners, we were nervous about 
buying a house. They helped us at every step of the way. 
They also did not pressure us to buy a house before we 
were ready. They truly made the entire experience easy 
and even enjoyable. They are extremely knowledgeable 
and helpful and take care of everything! The housing 
market is very tough right now, but they helped us 
find our dream home for a reasonable price. I strongly 
recommend them. They worked closely with the bank 
and the title company so everything was easy.  
– David & Evelyn Wisbey

My husband and I could not have asked 
for better REALTORS® to walk us through 
our first home buying experience! Brad 
and Kate were there for every question or 
concern we had during the process. They 
provided great real estate knowledge in a 
tough buyers market and we could not be 
happier in the home we ended up in. We are 
so appreciative of the time and work they 
put in for us and we definitely recommend 
The Blankenship Team to those seeking a 
REALTOR®!”  -Alex & Jordan Langford

Brad and Kate were so amazing to work with! They were recommended to us by someone who had used them in the past, and 
we were so happy to choose them to help us find our home. My husband and I were first time home buyers, and Brad and Kate 
helped us so much, by walking us through every step of the process, and answering any and all questions we had! Especially 
during this tough buyers market right now, they were able to advise us in the best ways possible, and ultimately help us find 
our first home. The great thing about there being two of them was that if one was not available the other was. They are both 
extremely knowledgeable and patient, and were so great at communicating everything with us. If I could give 100 stars I would! 
Also, Brad and Kate always made time for us, and we’re able to work around our schedules which at times can be difficult. Thank 
you so much Brad and Kate for making the home buying process such an amazing experience! We are so appreciative of all the 
time and hard work they put in for us! I will always recommend the Blankenship Team to those seeking a REALTOR®!
 – Andrea & Austin Lockhart

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q: Who will I be working with during the home 
buying process?
A: You will always be working with Brad, Kate or Betsy 
through the entire process. We are a small team that 
will never pass you off to a transaction coordinator 
or admin. We strongly believe in the importance of 
directly working with our clients from start to finish.  

Q: What do you charge to represent us as buyers?
A: The Blankenship Team does not charge our buyers 
anything. The only thing we ask is that throughout the 
process you pass along our contact information to 
anyone you know looking to buy or sell.    

Q: How long should we expect the home buying 
process to take?
A: This response changes depending on the market. 
Typically, we are seeing the buying process take 
anywhere between two to four months from start to 
close.    

Q: What fees are associated with buying a home? 
A: The most common fees that buyers should expect 
to pay are title & survey, lender, appraisal, inspections, 
and escrows.  

Q: Is it beneficial to use one of the many on-line 
housing apps to search for homes?
A: While on-line housing apps are extremely popular, 
they do not provide the most up to date and correct 
information. When you work with TBT we will set 
you up with your own personal database that will 
provide you with the most up to date and real time 
information available. 

As recipients of the Keller Williams Gold Award and part of Keller Williams Luxury, The  
Blankenship Team is made up of multi-million-dollar producers that are in the top 5% of 

REALTORS® in St. Louis. There’s no doubt you will be in the right hands when you choose 
our team. Contact us for a free consultation today!



THE BLANKENSHIP TEAM
RE A L  E S TAT E

The Blankenship Team is a St. Louis based family 
run real estate company, that operates under 

the Keller Williams St. Louis brokerage. 

Our founding member, Brad Blankenship, started 
his real estate career in Naples FL where he 
successfully navigated his way through the 
housing market recession, ensuring that all his 
clients came out on top. Originally from St. Louis, 
Brad returned to the area in 2015 and quickly 
established his real estate business back home. 

Shortly after returning to St. Louis, Brad’s mother 
Betsy was retiring from a 40-year career at New 
City School in the Central West End. Eager to 
find a new direction that allowed her to share her 
love of the St. Louis area, Betsy earned her real 
estate license and joined Brad. 

In 2019, after a 12-year career in sales for one 
of the world’s top luxury hospitality companies, 
Brad’s wife, Kate Blankenship, joined her husband 
and mother-in-law and The Blankenship Team was 
born! 

The Blankenship Team understands the 
importance of the home buying and selling 
process and that it can be very overwhelming, but 
they want you to know it can also be a lot of fun! 
These three not only work with first-time buyers 
and sellers, but they also work with those looking 
for larger spaces and those ready to downsize. 

Brad, Kate, and Betsy are all native St. Louisans 
and between them have lived in over fifteen 
different neighborhoods from Kirkwood to 
Chesterfield, Crestwood to the Central West End, 
South Hampton to Creve Coeur.

If you are looking for a real estate team that 
personally works with you from start to finish, 
that will give you great service, get creative, and 
go the extra mile for you, then look no further, 
The Blankenship Team has you covered!

theblankenshipteam.com

THE BLANKENSHIP TEAM
RE A L  E S TAT E

OUR TEAM

TOP 5% REAL 
ESTATE AGENTS 
IN ST. LOUIS 

MULTI-MILLION-DOLLAR 
PRODUCERS

MEMBERS OF THE 
ELITE KELLER 
WILLIAMS LUXURY 
GROUP 


